




















ASMC MfNUTES OF OCTOBER 9, 2025 

PAGE I OF4 

The Alabama Surface Mining Commission (ASMC) met in regular session on October, 2025, at 
the Offices of the Alabama Surface Mining Commission, 2nd Avenue, Jasper, AL, third floor 
Hearing Room. Notice of this meeting was posted to the Alabama Open Meetings website 
maintained by the Alabama Secretary of State. 

Chairman Ed White declared the meeting to order at 10:10 A.M. and called for roll. 

Attendance: 

Commissioner Present Absent Remote 

Chairman White [gl D □ 

Vice-Chairman Jeter [gJ □ □ 

Commissioner Humphrey 181 □ □ 

Commissioner Sullivan lg] □ □ 

Commissioner Newton IZl □ □ 

Commissioner Tatum IZl □ □ 

Commissioner Mataya lg] □ □ 

Approval of Minutes: 

Motion: 25-15 Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on August 21, 2025. 

Vice Chair Jeter moved to the approved the Minutes of the August 21, 2025 Regular Meeting. 
Commissioner Newton seconded the motion. Motion carried with roll call as follows. 

Commissioner Vay Nay Abstain 

Chairman White � □ □ 

Vice - Chairman Jeter � □ □ 

Commissioner Sullivan IZI □ □ 

Commissioner Newton IZI □ □ 

Commissioner Tatum □ □ � 

Commissioner Mataya □ □ � 

Commissioner Humphrey IZI □ □ 

Motion: 25-16 Presiding Officer Committee Recommendations for upcoming terms for 
Chairman and Vice Chairman approved. 

Based on the recommendation of the Committee, Commissioner Humphrey moved for Chairman 
White and Vice Chairman Jeter to retain their current positions. Commissioner Newton 
seconded the motion. Motion carried with roll call as follows: 





































































































Minutes 
Regular Meeting 

Alabama Surface Mining Commission Meeting 
February 13, 2025 

The Alabama Surface Mining Commission (ASMC) met in regular session on February 13, 
2025, at the Offices of the Alabama Surface Mining Commission, 2nd Avenue, Jasper, AL, third 
floor Hearing Room. This meeting was posted to Alabama Open Meetings. 

Chairman Ed White declared the meeting to order at 10:02 A.M. and called for roll. 

Roll call revealed the following Commissioners were present: 

Present: 

Chairman White 
Vice - Chairman Jeter 
Commissioner Fanin 
Commissioner Tatum 
Commissioner Mataya 
Commissioner Newton 

Absent: 

Commissioner Humphrey 

Walker County 
Pickens County 
Fayette County 
Walker County 

Jefferson County 
Jefferson County 

Jefferson County 

25-08 Commissioner Jeter advised that the minutes from December 12, 2024 be
amended to include Commissioner Newton as present during roll call. Commissioner Fanin 
moved that the amended minutes from the December 12, 2024 meeting be approved and 
Commissioner Jeter seconded the motion. The motion carried with a 

Chairman White 
Vice - Chairman Jeter 
Commissioner Fanin 
Commissioner Newton 
Commissioner Tatum 
Commissioner Mataya 
Commissioner Humphrey 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Absent 

Chairman Ed White called for announcements and recognition of visitors in attendance. 

Visitors: 

Ms. Lisa Lindsay 
Mr. Keith Madison 

Crimson Oak Grove Resident 
Drummond Co. 









Minutes 
Regular Meeting 

Alabama Surface Mining Commission Meeting 
December 12, 2024 

The Alabama Surface Mining Commission (ASMC) met in regular session on December 12, 
2024, at the Offices of the Alabama Surface Mining Commission, 2nd Avenue, Jasper, Al, third 
floor Hearing Room.  This meeting was posted to Alabama Open Meetings. 

Vice - Chairman Jim Jeter declared the meeting to order at 10:00 A.M. and called for roll. 

Roll call revealed the following Commissioners were present: 

Present: 
Vice – Chairman Jeter Pickens County 
Commissioner Fanin Fayette County 
Commissioner Tatum Walker County 
Commissioner Mataya Jefferson County 

Absent: 
Chairman White Walker County 
Commissioner Humphrey Jefferson County 

25-06    Commissioner Mataya moved that the minutes from the October 10, 2024
meeting be approved and Commissioner Fanin seconded the motions. The motion carried with a 

Chairman White Absent 
Vice – Chairman Jeter Yes 
Commissioner Fanin Yes 
Commissioner Newton Yes 
Commissioner Tatum Yes 
Commissioner Mataya Yes 
Commissioner Humphrey Absent 

Vice – Chairman Jim Jeter called for announcements and recognition of visitors in 
attendance. 

Visitors: 
Representative Bryan Brinyark Alabama House District 16 
Paul Kavinoky Alabama Mining Association 
Philip Saunders Warrior Met Coal 
D’Andre Wright Warrior Met Coal 
Susan Sanderson Warrior Met Coal 
Stuart Zeeh Crimson Oak Grove 
Keith Madison Drummond Company 
David Muncher Drummond Company 
Rich Weaver Drummond Company 
Denny Pugh Drummond Company 

Director Love advised the Commissioners that there is an ongoing OSM investigation that will 
be discussed later.  
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Regular Meeting 

Alabama Surface Mining Commission Meeting 
December 12, 2024 

Vice – Chairman Jim Jeter called for staff reports which were presented by the following: 

Director Love provided an update to the Commissioners regarding recent personnel promotions. 
Brandon Hamilton was promoted from Land Reclamation Inspector IV, FMS, to Land 
Reclamation Inspector V, FMS. Additionally, Michael Hicks was promoted from Land 
Reclamation Inspector III to Land Reclamation Inspector IV. Although these changes are not 
reflected in the Status of Personnel agenda, they will be updated in the next Commission 
meeting. 

Sabrina King, Accounting Manager, presented the Financial Reports, and Stephen Miles, P.E., 
presented the Permitting Reports. 

During Mr. Mike Jones' presentation, Vice Chairman Jeter inquired about the number of active 
Inspection and Enforcement Officers currently employed by ASMC. Mr. Jones responded that 
there are currently five (5) inspectors. 

Brandon Hamilton, LRI V, FMS, presented reports concerning Forfeited Mine Sites. During his 
presentation, Director Love requested an update on the status of the Rosa Mine Prep Plant. Mr. 
Hamilton stated that the site is ready to be submitted to Montgomery. He also noted that he is 
researching whether there are any liens or ownership interests in the plant by a Canadian 
Investment Group. 

Mr. Milton McCarthy presented reports from the Legal Division and the Division of Hearings 
and Appeals. 

Vice - Chairman Jim Jeter called for any unfinished / new business. 

Director Love informed the Commissioners that ASMC has received a 10-Day Notice from the 
Office of Surface Mining (OSM) regarding the Crimson Oak Grove Mine. Currently, the mine is 
actively revising its procedures for subsidence and methane monitoring. Under the new 10-Day 
Notice rule, any individual may file a complaint and request a federal inspection. In response to 
such a request, OSM conducted an inspection of the mine on November 6, 2024, and issued the 
10-Day Notice, indicating that ASMC had not fully complied with the subsidence and methane
gas monitoring regulations. Director Love is requesting an extension for compliance with this
notice.

Stephen Miles, P.E., provided a brief explanation of SMCRA regulations and the 10-Day Notice 
to the Commissioners and visitors. 

Mr. McCarthy clarified that OSM is not alleging that ASMC has failed to enforce the law, nor is 
it asserting that the Oak Grove Mine has violated any regulations. Rather, OSM is requesting that 
Crimson Oak Grove revise its subsidence control plans to address previously unrecognized 
hazards. 



Minutes 
Regular Meeting 

Alabama Surface Mining Commission Meeting 
December 12, 2024 

 
Additionally, Director Love commended Crimson Oak Grove for proactively analyzing its 
current processes and procedures and for taking steps to further educate themselves on potential 
improvements moving forward. 

Director Love provided an update on the FY26 Legislative Budget Request, noting that ASMC 
has requested a total budget of $4.5 million for FY26. This budget request must align with the 
Office of Surface Mining (OSM) and the Department of the Interior, which provides 50% of the 
ASMC budget. ASMC has requested $2.4 million from OSM. 

For FY25, Alabama Legislators assisted ASMC by securing an additional $250,000 in 
supplemental funding. Mr. Paul Kavinoky expressed gratitude to Senator Greg Reed, 
Representative Bryan Brinyark, and Representative Matt Woods for their support in securing this 
funding. 

Representative Bryan Brinyark extended a special thank you to ASMC for its dedication to the 
State of Alabama and the protection of the public. He also acknowledged ASMC's participation 
in the Crimson Oak Grove Community Meeting and its willingness to engage with community 
members regarding the tragedy at Crimson Oak Grove. 

 25-07    Motion by Commissioner Newton and seconded by Commissioner Fanin to 
adjourn the December 12, 2024 Commission Meeting. The motion carried with a roll call as 
follows: 
 

Chairman White Absent 
Vice – Chairman Jeter Yes 
Commissioner Fanin Yes 
Commissioner Newton Yes 
Commissioner Tatum Yes 
Commissioner Mataya Yes 
Commissioner Humphrey Absent 

 
 
The regular Commission meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m., with the next meeting being 
February 13, 2025.  
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This is to certify that the foregoing are the minutes of the December 12, 2024, meeting of the 
Commission. 
                                                    

 
 

________________________________ 
Commission Chairman 

 
 

________________________________ 
Recording Secretary 

 
 

________________________________ 
Approved Date 



Minutes 
Regular Meeting 

Alabama Surface Mining Commission Meeting 
October 10, 2024 

 
The Alabama Surface Mining Commission (ASMC) met in regular session on October 10, 2024, 
at the Offices of the Alabama Surface Mining Commission, 2nd Avenue, Jasper, Al, third floor 
Hearing Room.  This meeting was posted to Alabama Open Meetings. 
 
Chairman Edward White declared the meeting to order at 10:00 A.M. and called for roll.  
 
Roll call revealed the following Commissioners were present: 
 

Present:  
Chairman White Walker County 
Vice – Chairman Jeter Pickens County 
Commissioner Fanin Fayette County 
Commissioner Tatum Walker County 
Commissioner Mataya Jefferson County 
Commissioner Humphrey  Jefferson County 

 
Commissioner Steve Newton was absent for roll call and arrived at 10:08 a.m. 
 
Chairman White declared a quorum present.  
  
Chairman White called for approval of or changes to the minutes of the August 8, 2024 meeting, 
which were emailed to the Commissioners on August 6, 2024. A discussion arose regarding 
clarification of the minutes and ASMC Counsel Sibley recommended that the wording of the 
following items be amended for accuracy: 
 

1. Director Love informed the Commissioners that and Executive Session is necessary to 
discuss matters related to the reputation and character of an individual. The 
recommended amendment be, “Director Love informed the Commissioners that an 
Executive Session is necessary to discuss matters related to the reputation and character 
of an individual regarding an enforcement matter.”  
 

2. The regular meeting was adjourned at 11:49 a.m., and the call for the Executive Session 
was immediately made. The recommended amendment be, “The regular meeting was 
adjourned at 11:49 a.m. with a call to enter into Executive Session, with the expectation 
that the Regular Session would resume within 45 minutes to 1 hour later.” 
 

3. The recommended amendment to the first sentence of line 24-02 be, “At approximately 
12:45 p.m.,” a motion by Commissioner Jeter “was made” and seconded by 
Commissioner Mataya to… 
 

4. The recommended amendment to the last sentence of the minutes before the certification 
signature line be, “The regular meeting resumed at approximately 12:47 p.m. and was 
promptly adjourned by motion of Commissioner Fanin and seconded by Commissioner 
Jeter. The Motion to Adjourn was carried by all yes votes, with Commissioner Tatum 
being absent.” 

 



Minutes 
Regular Meeting 
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Chairman White moved that the minutes, with the recommended changes for the August 8, 2024 
meeting, be approved and Commissioner Humphrey seconded the motion. The motion carried 
with a roll call as follows: 
 

Chairman White Yes 
Vice – Chairman Jeter Yes 
Commissioner Fanin Yes 
Commissioner Newton Yes 
Commissioner Tatum Yes 
Commissioner Mataya Yes 
Commissioner Humphrey Yes 

 
Chairman White called for announcements and recognition of visitors in attendance. 
 
There were no visitors present. During the meeting, Mr. Mike Hicks was recognized for his 
dedication and commitment to ASMC. He was presented with a 5-year service pin by Director 
Love. 
 
Chairman Ed White called for consideration of the advisory agenda.   
 
Director Love provided an update on the Status of Personnel, along with a request for Mike 
Jones, Director Inspection and Enforcement, for consideration of a two-step End of Probation 
increase 
  
 25-02 Motion by Commissioner Mataya and seconded by Ms. Tatum, to approve a two-
step End of Probation increase for Mr. Mike Jones. The motion carried with a roll call vote as 
follows:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman Ed White called for staff reports which were presented by the following: 
 
Sabrina King, Accounting Manager, presented Financial Reports. 
 
Mark Woodley, Permitting Supervisor, presented Permitting Reports. 
   
During Mr. Mike Jones’ presentation, Commissioner Newton inquired whether the Alabama 
Surface Mining Commission (ASMC) notifies the Alabama Department of Environmental 
Management (ADEM) of any Notices of Violations issued by inspectors. Mr. Jones confirmed 
that the ASMC does indeed inform ADEM of such violations, particularly those related to water 
quality. 

Chairman White Yes 
Vice – Chairman Jeter Yes 
Commissioner Fanin Yes 
Commissioner Newton Yes 
Commissioner Tatum Yes 
Commissioner Humphrey Yes 
Commissioner Mataya Yes 
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Mr. McCarthy noted that a mutual agreement has been in place for several years between the 
ASMC and ADEM. Additionally, Director Love informed the Commissioners that the ASMC 
receives quarterly reports from all mining companies detailing testing conducted during that 
period. The ASMC reviews this data to ensure there are no abnormalities in the water samples. 
ADEM also receives a copy of this data to conduct further verification. 
 
Furthermore, Mr. Sibley emphasized that mining companies are required to submit their data 
regularly to enable ADEM to fulfill its reporting obligations to the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) database. 
 
Brandon Hamilton, LRI IV, FMS, presented reports concerning Forfeited Mine Sites. During the 
presentation, Commissioner Jeter inquired whether vendors with the State of Alabama are 
required to renew their credentials annually. Mr. Hamilton explained that the State has 
implemented stricter regulations regarding bid limits. Any company wishing to bid on a 
reclamation project must be an approved vendor with the State and possess a valid general 
contracting license. Additionally, the State charges vendors for inclusion on the vendor list, 
ensuring that only serious entities interested in reclamation are represented among the approved 
vendors. 
 
Mr. Shawn Sibley presented reports from the Legal Division and the Division of Hearings and 
Appeals. He informed the Commissioners that new petitions filed with the Division of Hearings 
and Appeals (DHA) involve banks and sureties acting as placeholders. These entities intend to 
collaborate with the Commissioner on reclamation efforts while preserving their appeal rights. 
 
Commissioner Jeter raised a concern regarding liability in cases where a bonding company's 
bonds are found invalid, particularly if the mine owner goes out of business and reclamation 
issues arise. Mr. McCarthy clarified that, despite financial difficulties, citations can still be 
issued to the mine operator and principal officers, and legal action can be taken against the shell 
company if they possess resources. He noted that the bonding company is only liable for the 
amount specified in their bond. 
 
Commissioner Jeter further inquired about the ASMC's options if a bonding company is found to 
be fraudulent, and what recourse exists if both the bonding company and mine operator lack 
available funds. Mr. McCarthy responded that there is no individual liability for anyone within 
the ASMC, including the Commissioners. Director Love added that the ASMC could apply for 
Federal Civil Penalty Grants, which are specific to individual mine sites and contingent upon the 
availability of funds. Additionally, he suggested the possibility of requesting supplemental 
funding from the Legislature for one or two Forfeited Mine Sites each year. 
 
Chairman Ed White called for any unfinished / new business.  
 
Director Love and Sabrina King met with Commissioner Tatum to review the financial process 
flow of the ASMC finances. Commissioner Tatum updated the rest of the Commissioners how 
she now understands how the grant monies received from OSMRE are distributed as well as 
understanding of the overview of the current financial process for the ASMC. 
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 25-03    Motion by Commissioner Jeter and seconded by Commissioner Jeter and 
seconded by Commissioner Mataya, to add memorandum regarding the meeting with 
Commissioner Tatum to the Commission report. The motion carried with a roll call vote as 
follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Director Love informed the Commissioners that the agency's building lease is due for renewal. 
The previous rate was $12.61 per square foot for 10,891 square feet, excluding common areas. 
Following discussions with Mr. John Beeland, the Director of Leasing Management for the State 
of Alabama, the lease has been negotiated to $13.25 per square foot, representing a 9.7% 
increase, for a term of three years. Mr. Beeland is also preparing an amendment to the lease to 
address improvements for the agency.  
 
Director Love reported that all original grant funding has been fully utilized. She reminded 
attendees that an amendment for an additional $250,000 was submitted during the summer, 
which will be expended before the closeout period ends. Director Love also noted that the State 
of Alabama has allocated an additional $250,000 for the next fiscal year; however, these funds 
will not be provided upfront. This financial support from the State is expected to sustain the 
agency through 2026, barring any potential cuts from the Federal government. Additionally, the 
appropriations committee has successfully increased the total budget from $62.4 million to $66.5 
million.  

Director Love provided an update to the Commissioners regarding the community meeting held 
with the Crimson Oak Grove residents on August 26, 2024, at Oak Grove High School. 
Attendees included Stephen Miles, Mike Jones, Rebecca Roberts, and Greg Fanin. Overall, the 
atmosphere of the meeting was positive, with residents expressing their concerns about the 
impact of the Crimson Oak Grove mine on their community and issues related to new ownership. 

Following the community meeting, Director Love and other representatives from the ASMC met 
with the new owners of the Crimson Oak Grove Mine, including Mr. Mas Larson, who holds a 
17% stake in the mine and is based in the United Kingdom, as well as Mr. Ryan Murray and the 
mine's engineer. Director Love noted that Crimson Oak Grove has maintained a record free of 
subsidence violations. She encouraged Mr. Larson to engage proactively with the community 
and consider implementing procedural changes to enhance education about subsidence and 
establish ongoing communication between residents and the mine. 

 
 
 

Chairman White Yes 
Vice – Chairman Jeter Yes 
Commissioner Fanin Yes 
Commissioner Newton Yes 
Commissioner Tatum Yes 
Commissioner Humphrey Yes 
Commissioner Mataya Yes 
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The nominating committee, consisting of Mitchell Mataya, Greg Fanin, and Deidra Tatum, 
convened prior to the meeting to discuss recommendations for the positions of Commission 
Chairman and Vice Chairman. Mitchell Mataya reported that Ed White has been nominated for 
Chairman, and Jim Jeter has been nominated for Vice Chairman. 
 
 25-04    Motion by Commissioner Humphrey and seconded by Commissioner Tatum, to 
approve the nomination of Ed White as Commission Chairman. The motion carried with a roll 
call vote as follows:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 25-05    Motion by Commissioner Humphrey and seconded by Commissioner Tatum to 
approve the nomination of Jim Jeter to Commission Vice - Chairman. The motion carried with a 
roll call vote as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 25-06    Motion by Commissioner Fanin and seconded by Commissioner adjourn the 
Commission meeting at 11:35 a.m. The motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The regular Commission meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m., with the next meeting being 
December 12, 2024.  

Chairman White Abstain 
Vice – Chairman Jeter Yes 
Commissioner Fanin Yes 
Commissioner Newton Yes 
Commissioner Tatum Yes 
Commissioner Humphrey Yes 
Commissioner Mataya Yes 

Chairman White Yes 
Vice – Chairman Jeter Abstain 
Commissioner Fanin Yes 
Commissioner Newton Yes 
Commissioner Tatum Yes 
Commissioner Humphrey Yes 
Commissioner Mataya Yes 

Chairman White Yes 
Vice – Chairman Jeter Yes 
Commissioner Fanin Yes 
Commissioner Newton Yes 
Commissioner Tatum Yes 
Commissioner Humphrey Yes 
Commissioner Mataya Yes 
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This is to certify that the foregoing are the minutes of the October 10, 2024, meeting of the 
Commission. 
                                                    

 
 

________________________________ 
Commission Chairman 

 
 

________________________________ 
Recording Secretary 

 
 

________________________________ 
Approved Date 



Minutes 
Regular Meeting 
ASMC Meeting 
August 8, 2024 

 
The Alabama Surface Mining Commission (ASMC) met in regular session on August 8, 2024, at 
the Offices of the Alabama Surface Mining Commission, 2nd Avenue, Jasper, Al, third floor 
Hearing Room.  This meeting was posted to Alabama Open Meetings. 
 
Chairman Edward White declared the meeting to order at 10:05 A.M. and called for roll.  
 
Roll call revealed the following Commissioners were present: 
 

Present:  
Chairman White Walker County 
Vice – Chairman Jeter Pickens County 
Commissioner Fanin Fayette County 
Commissioner Newton Jefferson County 
Commissioner Tatum Walker County 
Commissioner Mataya Jefferson County 

 
Commissioner Bobby Humphrey (Jefferson County) was attending via Teams.  
 
Chairman White declared a quorum present.  
  
Chairman White called for announcements and recognition of visitors in attendance. 
 
The following visitors were present: 
 

Representative Matt Woods  State Representative, District 13, via Teams 
Mr. Hugh Gainer Landowner – Simmons Brothers 
Ms. Lisa Lindsey Landowner – Crimson Oak Grove 
Mr. Jonathan Whitlock McGehee Engineering 

 
Chairman White called for approval or changes to the minutes of the June 11, 2024, meeting 
which were emailed to the Commissioners on August 6, 2024.  
 
24-17 Motion by Commissioner Fanin and seconded by Commissioner Tatum to approve the 
minutes of the June 8, 2024, meeting as amended. The motion carried with a roll call vote as 
follows: 
 

Chairman White Yes 
Vice – Chairman Jeter Yes 
Commissioner Fanin Yes 
Commissioner Newton Yes 
Commissioner Tatum Yes 
Commissioner Mataya Yes 

 
 



 

 

Chairman Ed White called for consideration of the advisory agenda.   
 
Director Love reported that Karbon Holdings, Permit L0886, application was denied due to 
failure to submit Certified Public Accountant (CPA) financial letter. Karbon Holdings has 
provided the required information and is now requesting reinstatement of their license.  
  
 24-18 Motion by Commissioner Fanin and seconded by Commissioner Mataya to 
approve the reinstatement of Karbon Holdings license. The motion carried with a roll call vote as 
follows:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman Ed White called for staff reports which were presented by the following: 
 
Sabrina King, Accounting Manager, presented Financial Reports. 
 
Stephen Miles, Director E & E, presented Permitting Reports. 
   
Mike Jones, Director I & E and Forfeited Mine Sites presented reports from the Inspection & 
Enforcement Unit. 
 
Brandon Hamilton, LRI IV, FMS, presented reports for Forfeited Mine Sites. 
 
Milton McCarthy, presented reports from the Legal Division and the Division of Hearings and 
Appeals.    
 
Chairman Ed White called for any unfinished / new business.  
 
Director Love introduced Lisa Lindsay, a resident of Oak Grove, who voiced concerns regarding 
the Crimson Oak Grove mine. Ms. Lindsay provided recommendations for the Commission to 
consider, including enhancing communication with residents about mining activities beneath their 
homes. She also highlighted concerns regarding methane wells and potential property damage 
related to subsidence. 
 
Director Love presented an updated organizational chart for the agency to the Commission 
members and provided a brief summary of the employee hierarchy. 
 
Director Love presented a summary of the ASMC for 2024 evaluation report from the OSMRE 
Birmingham Field Office, which praised the successful reclamation of lands affected by coal 
mining operations and noted no required or recommended actions. The report also confirmed that 
ASMC effectively ensures successful reclamation before releasing bond liability. Additionally, 
Director Love reviewed a second OSMRE report on offsite environmental impacts, which received 
positive feedback. She expressed gratitude to the inspectors for their efforts.

Chairman White Yes 
Vice – Chairman Jeter Yes 
Commissioner Fanin Yes 
Commissioner Newton Yes 
Commissioner Tatum Yes 
Commissioner Humphrey Yes 
Commissioner Mataya Yes 



 

 

Director Love informed attendees that Commissioners will be nominated on an annual basis. The 
Nominating Committee is scheduled to convene prior to the next Commission meeting on 
October 10, 2024. Additionally, Director Love proposed the establishment of a new 
subcommittee position, Audit Officer. This role will be filled by current Commission members 
and will be responsible for understanding the agency’s financial operations and ensuring 
compliance with established procedures. The Audit Officer will report directly to the 
Commission.  
 
Director Love inquired if any Commissioners would like to volunteer for the Audit Officer 
position, and Ms. Deidra Tatum expressed her willingness to serve.  
 
 24-19    Motion by Commissioner Jeter and seconded by Commissioner Fanin, to 
establish and to appoint Ms. Deidra Tatum to this position. The motion carried with a roll call 
vote as follows:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman White called for volunteers to serve on the Nominating Committee. The previous 
committee members were Commissioner Humphrey, Commissioner Jeter, and Commissioner 
Fanin. For Fiscal Year 2025, the volunteers for the Nominating Committee are Commissioner 
Mataya, Commissioner Tatum, and Commissioner Fanin. 
 
 24-20    Motion by Commissioner Fanin and seconded by Commissioner Tatum to 
approve the listed volunteers for the Nominating Committee for 2025. The motion carried with a 
roll call vote as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Director Love informed the Commissioners that an Executive Session necessary to discuss 
matters related to the reputation and character of an individual regarding an enforcement matter.

Chairman White Yes 
Vice – Chairman Jeter Yes 
Commissioner Fanin Yes 
Commissioner Newton Yes 
Commissioner Tatum Yes 
Commissioner Humphrey Yes 
Commissioner Mataya Yes 

Chairman White Yes 
Vice – Chairman Jeter Yes 
Commissioner Fanin Yes 
Commissioner Newton Yes 
Commissioner Tatum Yes 
Commissioner Humphrey Yes 
Commissioner Mataya Yes 



 

 

24-20    Motion by Commissioner Jeter and seconded by Commissioner Fanin to enter into 
Executive Session. The motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
The regular meeting was adjourned at 11:49 am, and the call for Executive Session was 
immediately made with the expectation that the Regular Session would resume within 45 
minutes to 1 hour later. 
 
A discussion was held during the Executive Session, and the action plan agreed to by the 
Commissioners, is to request that Director Love to research this topic further. 
 
 24-02    At approximately 12:45 p.m., motion by Commissioner Jeter and seconded by 
Commissioner Mataya to adjourn the Executive Session and reconvene the regular session. The 
motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Immediately thereafter, the Regular Session was adjourned with a motion made by 
Commissioner Fanin and seconded by Commissioner Jeter at approximately 12:47 p.m. with all 
Commissioners voting yes, except for Commissioner Tatum, who was absent.  

Chairman White Yes 
Vice – Chairman Jeter Yes 
Commissioner Fanin Yes 
Commissioner Newton Yes 
Commissioner Tatum Yes 
Commissioner Humphrey Yes 
Commissioner Mataya Yes 

Chairman White Yes 
Vice – Chairman Jeter Yes 
Commissioner Fanin Yes 
Commissioner Newton Yes 
Commissioner Tatum Absent 
Commissioner Humphrey Yes 
Commissioner Mataya Yes 



 

 

This is to certify that the foregoing are the minutes of the August 8, 2024, meeting of the 
Commission. 
                                                    

 
 

________________________________ 
Commission Chairman 

 
 

________________________________ 
Recording Secretary 

 
 

________________________________ 
Approved Date 
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Regular Meeting 

Alabama Surface Mining Commission Meeting 
June 13, 2024 

1 
 

 
The Alabama Surface Mining Commission (ASMC) met in regular session on June 13, 2024, 
at the Offices of the Alabama Surface Mining Commission, 2nd Avenue, Jasper, Al, third 
floor Hearing Room.  This meeting was posted to Alabama Open Meetings. 
 
Chairman Edward White declared the meeting to order at 10:04 A.M. and called for 
roll.  
 
Roll call revealed the following Commissioners were present: 
 

Present:  
  
Ed White, Chairman Walker County 
Jim Jeter, Vice- Chairman Pickens County 
Bobby Humphrey, Commissioner Jefferson County 
Steve Newton, Commissioner Jefferson County 
Deidra Tatum, Commissioner Walker County 
  
Absent:  
  
Mitchell Mataya, Commissioner Jefferson County 

 
 
Commissioner Greg Fanin (Fayette County) was attending via Teams.  
 
Chairman White declared a quorum present.  
  
Chairman White called for announcements and recognition of visitors in attendance. 
 
Attending this meeting was Chris Rice, Iron Eagle Land Rehabilitation, LLC, Keith Madison, 
Drummond Coal Company, and Daniel McCraw, Photographer from ABC 3340. Also 
attending was Assistant Attorney General, Shawn Sibley, ASMC Legal Counsel. 
 
Chairman White called for approval or changes to the minutes of the April 11, 2024, meeting 
which were emailed to the Commissioners on June 11, 2024.   
 
 



 

2 
 

 
  24-15   Motion by Commissioner Jeter and seconded by Commissioner Newton to 
approve the minutes of the April 11, 2024, meeting as amended. The motion carried with a 
roll call vote as follows: 

 
Chairman White Yes 
Vice – Chairman Jeter Yes 
Commissioner Fanin Yes 
Commissioner Newton Yes 
Commissioner Tatum Yes 
Commissioner Humphrey Abstain 
Commissioner Mataya Absent 

 
Chairman Ed White called for consideration of the advisory agenda.   
 
Director Love reported there were no new license applications up for discussion. 
 
Director Love also announced the retirement of Inspector IV Blasting Ed Sheehan. 
Furthermore, a request for proposal is in process to identify a candidate for a replacement on 
an as needed basis.   
 
Chairman Ed White called for staff reports which were presented by the following: 
 
Sabrina King, Accounting Manager, presented Financial Reports. 
 
Stephen Miles, Director E & E, presented Permitting Reports. 
   
Mike Jones, Director I & E and Forfeited Mine Sites presented reports from the Inspection & 
Enforcement Unit. 
 
Brandon Hamilton, LRI IV, FMS, presented reports for Forfeited Mine Sites. 
 
Milton McCarthy, presented reports from the Legal Division and the Division of Hearings 
and Appeals.    
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Chairman Ed White called for any unfinished / new business.  
 
Director Love announced that the salary increase for Mike Jones reported at the last 
Commission Meeting, of $ 4,404.60 was incorrect, and requested the correctly salary, $ 
4,630.70, be approved. 
 
 24-16    Motion by Commissioner Jeter to approve the amended salary for Mike 
Jones, seconded by Commissioner Humphrey, who also approved Mike Jones for retro pay. 
A majority vote with a roll call vote as follows: 
 

Chairman White Yes 
Vice – Chairman Jeter Yes 
Commissioner Fanin Yes 
Commissioner Newton Yes 
Commissioner Tatum Yes 
Commissioner Humphrey Yes 
Commissioner Mataya Absent 

 
Director Love gave an update regarding ASMC Title V funding and that an amendment was 
prepared and submitted to the Office of Surface Mining and Reclamation Enforcement.  
 
Stephen Miles gave a presentation regarding Subsidence and the Oak Grove Mine home 
explosion in Adger, Al.  
 
There being no further business, the next meeting date of August 8, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. was 
announced. 
 
The meeting was adjourned with a Motion made by Commissioner Jeter and seconded by 
Commissioner Newton at 11:05 a.m. 
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This is to certify that the foregoing are the minutes of the June 13, 2024, meeting of the 
Commission. 
                                                    

 
 

________________________________ 
Commission Chairman 

 
 

________________________________ 
Recording Secretary 

 
 

________________________________ 
Approved Date 
































































































































































































































	0186_001.pdf
	0185_001
	Meetings.pdf
	Meetings.pdf
	Binder2
	Commission Minutes 12.12.24 rr 1.6.25
	Commission Minutes 10.10.24 rr
	Commission Minutes 8.8.24 - rev 10.10.24
	Commission Mtg Minutes June 13, 2024, 8.6.24rr

	Meetings
	Meetings.pdf
	Binder1.pdf
	2703_001



	1913_001




